
Explanation of Syllabus 

 

I develop this methodology from two years of student feedback, course design training, and self-

reflection. I always keep myself alert and revise the methodology according to students’ response 

and new methods available.  

Course Information 

I strongly encourage my students to come to my office hours or meet by appointment outside the 

class. I set my office hour on Friday because the students can also meet tutors in the Economic 

Learning Center on other weekdays. I want to make my student know that there is nothing to be 

afraid because we are here to support in person whenever they have questions. Their journey in 

Economics might be changing at some point but we can always overcome it and thrive together.   

Learning Outcomes 

While the first three bullet points are general learning objectives required by the course content, 

the last three bullet points are developed by myself. As I stated in my teaching philosophy, instead 

of only transfer the course content to the students, I want to go one step further to motivate them 

to develop economics as a way of thinking that would benefit their life in general.  

Learning Resources 

Both Canvas and Connect are online digital learning environments that helps interact with students 

more effectively outside the classroom, which are great supplements of the lectures. I design and 

manage our course platform in both Canvas and Connect timely to make all the resources well 

organized and accessible at hand. TopHat is a cloud-based software to help create a one-to-one 

connection in a large lecture hall. It allows every student to answer discussion questions through 

their mobile device and see the real-time feedback.  

Course Outline 

One criticism of the class in the past is that it is “too fast-paced” and hope it could be “more 

selective and structured.” Hence, I categorized all the scattered topics into three themes: Consumer, 

Theory, Producer Theory and market. In each theme, I drop some secondary topics and develop 

the most important ones to include more concrete examples and profound questions. I list a detailed 

schedule by date so that the students know what they are expected to accomplish at a certain time 

and list important days on their Calendar.    

Grades 

Each week, I design a self-reflection question in the quiz to motivate the student think “how can 

you apply what we learn this week to your daily life.” Thus, in week 5, when students start to 

choose the topic for their research project, they already have some initial ideas to start with. I 

design some pop-quizzes to alert students to keep their eyes and ears open. For the research project, 

I break it down into baby steps and check out students’ response. Whenever the students are in 

trouble, I never hesitate to either advice in person or provide more outside support.  


