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Academic Writing and Research Paper  
I. Why is writing important in Economics? 

 
1. Writing is thinking 
 
“Writing is thinking. To write well is to think clearly. That's why it's so hard.” 

― David McCullough 
2. Economics is a way of telling stories and exchange stories.  
3. Welfare of human: document research achievement for yourself and human as a 
whole 

“We write to taste life twice, in the moment and in retrospect.”  
― Anaïs Nin 

 
 

II. Basic standards you should follow. 
1. Using Templates 
 
See the “AEA. Template. Pdf” 
2. Citations and References 
(1) Chicago author-date (handout in pdf on Canvas) 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html 

 
(2) Software: 
Zotero 
Website: https://www.zotero.org/ 
Tutorial Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mP5AzJHXfIA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imSxa5MbXrc 

 
3. Free grammar mistake: 
 
People will think that you are sloppy if you have many grammar mistakes.  
If you don’t take your own work serious, nobody wants to read it.  
 
(1) Read “proofreader_checklist.pdf” 
(2) Go to the writing center and let a free tutor check for you. 
(3) Software:  
https://www.grammarly.com/ 

 
4. Read and learn from papers published in Top Journals 
https://www.aeaweb.org/journals/aer 

 
 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
https://www.zotero.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mP5AzJHXfIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imSxa5MbXrc
https://www.grammarly.com/
https://www.aeaweb.org/journals/aer
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III. Requirement for your final report. (Due April 15th, 11:00 P.M.) 
 

Note 1: Any document that does not follow the format in the AEA template will not be 
accepted.  
 
Note 2: Final Report is individual work. Even though your team work together on one 
project, it is impossible that all of you write in the same way and use the same language. 
You can discuss but never share the formal document with each other.  Any academic 
misconduct will be reported. Moreover, I strongly recommend you to make an appointment 
with the writing center before your submission. 
 
Note 3: Times New Roman, 12, 1.5 Spaces, NO MORE THAN 5 pages excluding Part IV, 
references, figures, tables… (put figures, tables, designed survey, detailed data, etc.  in an 
Appendix.)  
 

Rubrics: 
 
Part I: Introduction (See handout) (30) 
 

Note: you are writing a paper not a homework solution. Please write paragraph-by-paragraph 
and sentence-by-sentence. Not just provide the answer to each question.  
 

1. Point out your research question clearly. (5) 
 
2. Argue with evidence from reliable sources why your question is important (10) 
 
3. Discuss and cite at least 5 related academic papers on this topic; summarize their results 
and argue how your research differs from theirs; identify your unique contribution to the 
literature. (15) 
 
Alert: Use Chicago Author-date format for your citation and reference (bibliography). 
 

Part II Basic Result (30 points) 
 
          Summarize what you have done before the midterm presentation.  
       1. Make clear assumptions about people’s preference and the environment. Discuss what 
are the assumptions that are more reasonable and what are the technique assumptions given 
current limitation of your research. (10) 
       2. Discuss the methodology you used in pursuing your research question given your 
assumptions. (10) 
       3. Air your research results and its implications. (10) 
 
Part III Extensions (20 points) 
1. Pick one assumption that you think is not that reasonable, either replace it by another more 
reasonable assumption or throw it away. With the new set of assumptions, update your analysis 
and research result in part I. Does the results and its implication changes? (10) 
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2. Discuss possible future research inspired by your current project, its intellectual merit, and 
broad impact. (10) 
 
Part IV Your Takeaway (20 points) 
 
Reflect on your experience in this Spring and address how you’ve learned in this class changes 
your view about Economics, your way of thinking or learning and how you can use it to benefit 
yourself in the future. Make the story personal so that it is especially for you.  
 

IV. Other Resources and Suggested Reading 
 

1. Writing Center Website (1 Extra Credit for visit before April 15th, 11:00 P.M.) 
https://cstw.osu.edu/writing-center 
 
2.Undergraduate Research Opportunities 
http://research.osu.edu/students/undergraduate/ 
 
 
3. Suggested Readings about the philosophy or methodology of Economics 
 
Rodrik, D., 2015. Economics rules: the rights and wrongs of the dismal science. WW 
Norton & Company. 
 
Rubinstein, A., 2012. Economic fables. Open book publishers. 
 
Hausman, Daniel M., 2013. “Philosophy of Economics”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta (ed.).  
URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2013/entries/economics/>. 
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